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The Grace Reset 
Happy Easter! In the events of Holy Week we enter 
into the sorrow of the Cross and the joy of the 
Resurrection. God has come to rescue us from our 
sin and bring us into His kingdom! 

Easter is also a fitting time to begin the process of 
renewing our life as Grace Lutheran Church. The 

past year—The Long Lent 
of COVID — has 
challenged us terribly and 
created changes that we 
must now meet in faith and 
hope. While the pandemic 
has not yet completely 
released its grip, as more 
of us are vaccinated we 
can begin joyously living 
life together again. 
However, the shape our 

common life will take must address the changes 
we’ve experienced. Our worship, our learning, our 
service and our fellowship will look different in the 
future. What is needed is a “reset” around the Way 
of GRACE! 

This reset, guided by our mission and vision, will 
tackle three main issues: 

1) how we shift from being an organization with 
members to being a community of disciples; 

2) how we shift from thinking “church is where we 
go” to “church is who we are;” 

3) how we shift from waiting for people to come to 
us, to going out with our Lord to people. 

These three issues have been building for the 
Christian Church for decades and the last twelve 
months have made all three incredibly urgent. The 
era in which we find ourselves is more like the world 
in which the Church was born, and it will mean that 
we have to think of ourselves as learners, 
practitioners of a particular way of living.  But have 
no fear! Our Lenten sorrow is giving way to Easter 
joy; the shadow of death must give way to the 
glorious dawn that is breaking upon us. With God to 
guide and support us, we will begin The Grace 
Reset!  

~Pr. Dave Brooks 

“While the 
pandemic has not 

yet completely 
released its grip, 
as more of  us are 
vaccinated we can 
begin living life 
together again.”  

 

Welcome Back  
The Care of  Baptized Children 

Unfortunately, because of COVID, our program of 
The Care of Baptized Children was postponed. But 
these young faith journeyers are not forgotten!   

Before Holy Week our "Grace-ing Babies," 
Nathaniel and Theodore deTalence were mailed their 
personalized Baptismal Banners; usually these are 
presented in church on Easter Sunday. 

Also, our "Joyful Servants": Molly Brooks, Tyler 
Simons, William Taylor, Leah Duncan, Zane Lappe, 
Tynasia Torain were mailed their personalized 

towels; usually these are presented in church on Palm 
Sunday. 

Please keep these young people and their families in 
prayer on their journey in Faith. 

~ Blessings, Donna Walston, Coordinator 
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 Welcome Home 
It’s here.  We’ve waited for this moment for well 
over a year as we have done our best to protect 
ourselves and our neighbor from the COVID 19 
virus.  We are approaching the herd immunity that 
will allow us to return to a more pre-COVID way of 
living. 

What will that look like for our life as the Body of 
Christ at Grace Lutheran? I know we are all 
wrestling with decisions regarding 
our participation in our shared life as 
Grace. Many of us have been 
dependent on digital options for 
worship, learning and fellowship. 
Not only is the online format 
convenient for those of us who have 
been social distancing, but it allows 
participation from anywhere in the 
world and when recorded, at any 
time that works for busy schedules. 
Digital church is also a useful 
outreach tool.  Given how hard so 
many worked through last spring and 
summer to establish an online 
“beachhead” for Grace, I am sure we 
will continue to offer and improve 
our digital ministries to support the 
life of the church. 

But is it better to be an internet 
congregation? Is there a downside to church life 
online? We should be concerned when internet 
experiences completely replace in-person church 
attendance and the human connection with other 
believers, or when people no longer view church 
attendance as valuable for spiritual growth or 
personal well-being.  Virtual church obscures how 
Scripture describes the church. We are meant to be 
together!  “Worshiping Jesus together may be the 
single most important thing we do,” writes David 
Mathis in an essay titled  Five Benefits of Corporate 
Worship.  (desiringgod.org). As his title reveals, 
Mathis unpacks five clear benefits of worshipping 
together as God’s People. For the sake of brevity I 
will only share three of them, but  If they spark 
interest, you can read the complete article as cited 
above.   

The first benefit Mathis calls awakening.  From my 
own personal experience, I know that when I attend 
in-person worship, the experience changes me.  I feel 
a joy and excitement that wasn’t there before 
worship.  I am aware that I have had an encounter 
with my Lord and His people.  Martin Luther gives 

me words to describe this feeling.  “At home, in my 
own house, there is no warmth or vigor in me, but in 
the church when the multitude is gathered together, a 
fire is kindled in my heart and it breaks its way 
through.”  Mathis explains that “we need corporate 
worship to clear our head, recalibrate our spirit, and 
jump-start our slow heart.” In Psalm 73, the psalmist 
becomes aware of the presence of God and discerns 
an answer to a troublesome situation in worship, 

declaring “For me it is good to be 
near God.”  

Secondly, corporate worship not 
only provides for fellowship which 
God says is good for us (“It is not 
good for man to be alone. -Genesis 
2:18), but it assures us we are not 
alone in our faith and are a part of 
the universal church which will one 
day include every nation (Revelation 
7:9).  It is as we fellowship together 
that we learn the way of Jesus, 
where we practice forgiveness, 
submission, and love.  It is where we 
see that our story and the stories of 
others connect with God’s story.   

The third benefit is one we may not 
even be consciously aware of or may 
feel we can acquire apart from 

corporate worship. This benefit is Christian growth, 
otherwise known as sanctification, where we are 
being conformed to the image of Jesus.  “Corporate 
worship is for our general ‘upbuilding and 
encouragement and consolation’ (1 Corinthians 14: 
3), but also in beholding Jesus together:  ‘we all are 
being transformed into the same image from one 
degree of glory to another’ (2 Corinthians 3: 
18).”  (Mathis).  There are times a heart may be 
irrevocably changed “on the spot” by the Holy Spirit 
as we hear the Scripture, a prayer, the anthem, a 
hymn, the truth preached, or fellowship with a sister 
or brother.   

I pray that you will be encouraged by these thoughts 
as you plan your return to worship at Grace.  One 
thing I know for sure is that when you are not 
present, you not only are missing out on these 
benefits, but you are missed.  The body of Christ 
known as Grace is not complete without you.  Please 
come home.  You are welcome here!  

~ Beverly Hudgins, 

Lay Minister of Christian Education 

http://desiringgod.org/
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God: The “Reset” Expert 
When Pastor Brooks first mentioned the concept of a 
[Grace] Reset to me, I immediately thought of my 
computer modem. When I have trouble logging on to 
the internet and call my cable company, they usually 
offer advice in two steps. #1. Unplug the modem for 
10 seconds. #2. Press the reset button. Nine times out 
of ten it works.  

As I started to think about it more, the first reset 
occurred all the way back in the Book of Genesis. 
Adam and Eve were hiding in the garden after the 
serpent tempted Eve. They are summoned by 
God and judged. The serpent is degraded 
and punished. The reset? The promise 
of redemption by the incarnation of 
Christ. “And I will put enmity 
between you and the woman, and 
between your offspring and 
hers; he will crush your head, 
and you will strike his 
heel." (3:15) 

God is even more generous 
with His resets in the Book of 
Judges. The children of Israel 
become complacent and 
disobedient.  They lack spiritual 
interest and do “evil in the sight of 
the Lord.” The reset(s)? Numerous 
times God sends them judges who deliver 
them from oppression only for them to sin again. 
For example: “Again the Israelites cried out to the 
LORD, and he gave them a deliverer—Ehud, a left-
handed man, the son of Gera the Benjamite.” (3:15) 

Remember the reset promised back in Genesis? It 
takes place on the Sunday immediately following the 

Paschal Full Moon – Easter Sunday. The reset? 
Summed up in two verses: 

Romans 3:23 – “All have sinned and fall short of 
the Glory of God.” 

John 3:16 – “For God so loved the world that he 
gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have 
eternal life.” 

God knows all about resets. He’s in the reset 
business. He knows what we’ve faced 

because of a pandemic that’s caused us 
to ‘unplug’ for over 31,557,600 

seconds.  He is fully aware that the 
world we stepped out of in March 

of 2020 is quite different from 
the one we’re stepping into in 
April 2021. We’re getting 
poised to hit that RESET 
button.  

You won’t have to search 
very long and hard to find 
hundreds more resets in the 

Bible. The writers of the 
Gospels have plenty to say about 

the lame who walk, the blind who 
see, the sick who are healed and the 

dead who are raised to life. From cover to 
cover, the Bible is filled with examples for us of 

transformed lives, changed hearts, faces turned to 
Jesus, burdens cast away, and repented sinners. All 
resets by God’s grace. Let’s add one more to the list: 
the Grace Reset.    

~Chris Wethman, Interim President 

At its March meeting, the Parish Ministry 
Council voted to establish a Task Force to 
research and recommend a plan for Grace’s 
successful emergence from the throes of the 
pandemic.  The duration of this task force will 
be three months, after which time the plan will 
be presented to the council for its consideration 
and next steps.  Task force members have been 
appointed: Pastor Brooks, Sharon Brooks, Scott 
Gesell, Geoff Heintzelman, Barb Tippin, Chris 
Wethman.  Questions about the Task Force may 
be directed to Geoff or Chris. 

Grace Task Force Formed 
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LWML Mission Grant #19 
Making Jesus Known in the United States Ethnic Communities 

Throughout the country, there are many devoted first
-generation immigrants serving in full-time ministry, 
reaching out to their ethnic communities and sharing 
the Gospel. Many of these church workers are 
enrolled in either of two Concordia Seminary 
programs – the Center for Hispanic Studies (CHS) 
and the Ethnic Immigrant Institute of Theology 
(EIIT). Both share the mission to make Christ known 
in their respective ethnic communities. CHS has a 
four-year program taught in Spanish and includes 
students from many Hispanic-Latino cultures. The 
EIIT program already has students that have been 
working in Word and Sacrament ministry as part of 
their culture. These students often have strained 
financial circumstances that are making it difficult to 
pay for this necessary education. Most hold two and 
three jobs to make ends meet but are willing to go to 
great lengths in the service of Christ and His Gospel. 
It is vital that they have the Biblical foundation to go 
with their passion for ministry. This grant will go 
towards funding the education costs of these devoted 
students and church workers. 

WHEREAS, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
is making important efforts to share the Gospel 
according to Lutheran tradition throughout U.S. 
immigrant and ethnic communities and embracing 
the rapidly increasing ethnic and cultural diversity of 
21st-century America; and 

WHEREAS, the theological education provided by 
Concordia Seminary's Center for Hispanic Studies 
(CHS) and Ethnic Immigrant Institute of Theology 
(EIIT) programs enables highly devout, dedicated 
immigrant church workers to bring many people of 
different cultural backgrounds closer to Christ from 
the basis of a strong biblical foundation; and 

WHEREAS, these ethnic church workers live with 
considerably strained financial circumstances and do 
not have nearly the resources to fund their education 
costs; and 

WHEREAS, the congregations that these church 
workers serve, as well as their LCMS districts, often 
are unable to support these education costs due to 
their own financial constraints; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, that the delegates gathered at the 2019 
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Convention 
in Mobile, Alabama, vote the sum of $100,000.00 to 
help fund Making Jesus Known in the United States 
Ethnic Communities. 

Alex Nuku Johnson is an EIIT student who serves at 
New Vision International Church in Austin, Texas. 
He left his home country of Liberia 26 years ago 
during the country's civil war, first living in Nigeria 
and then in Ghana before coming to Austin. His 
service at New Vision, whose membership largely 
comprises African refugee immigrants, includes 
preaching, outreach and leading Bible study and 
prayer meetings. "A lot of immigrant African pastors 
experience culture shock when they come to the 
U.S.," he says. "This causes a lot of them to let go of 
their ministries and just work regular jobs. They 
really don't have the theological education to enable 
them to be ministers in this country, and what they 
really need is a helping hand to get them through and 
give them hope. The EIIT program is very good at 
doing this. My EIIT education will enable my 
biblical foundation to be more solid, and it will help 
me to be more effective in the ministry service that I 
do." 

Andrés Valencia, a native of Santiago, Chile, is a 
Center for Hispanic Studies student who serves Saint 
Paul Lutheran Church in Mount Prospect, Ill. He 
leads the church's Spanish Bible study and serves as 
a multicultural coordinator and a part-time Spanish 
teacher at its school. In addition, he is a member of 
the team that coordinates "Breakfast with Baby," a 
church program that provides a Bible study and free- 

(Continued next page) 

Alex Nuku Johnson  

Andrés Valencia 
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of-charge diapers and other baby supplies to low-
income families with babies. He previously had 
served in campus ministries for 10 years in Santiago 
and in Puebla, Mexico. 

"I'm serving with my church to reach out to the 
Hispanic population around Mount Prospect," 
Valencia says. "We want to bring more people to 
God, and we're doing this by first fulfilling their 
physical needs and then talking with them about God 
and faith. I feel that God is calling me to build my 
theological knowledge and to be able to dive deeply 
into sharing the Word of God." 

Fabricio Velásquez is an EIIT student who serves at 
the Multiethnic Church, which is a part of St. John's 
Lutheran Church in Alexandria, Va. The Multiethnic 
Church's congregants comprise immigrants who 
largely are from El Salvador, Honduras, Syria, 
Ethiopia, Egypt and several Asian countries. 
Velásquez's service for the church includes holding 
Friday night Bible study, leading worship on 
Sundays and performing community outreach, 
including backpack drives, other back-to-school 
activities and Christmastime toy drives for children 
in low-income area households.   

He was born in El Salvador and came to the U.S. 
when he was seven years old. "The church has been 
a big part of my life pretty much since the beginning, 
as my dad was a Pentecostal minister," he says. "I 
became Lutheran five years ago." He adds: "I feel 
that God has called me, and I expect my EIIT studies 
to help me to better spread the Gospel, biblically 
speaking, to different cultures." 

Henry Chanderdatt is an EIIT student who came to 
the U.S. in 1988 from his home country of Guyana. 
He serves at St. Peter's Lutheran Church in 
Brooklyn, N.Y., where he is an elder who also 
assists with the church's services and its choir. In 
addition, he performs outreach services that include 
ministering to people who are unable to attend 
church, such as those living in nursing homes. St. 

Peter's membership largely comprises immigrants 
from the Caribbean and Central America, including 
Jamaica, Trinidad, Barbados, Panama and the 
Dominican Republic. 

"My EIIT studies and ordination will enable me to 
increase the amount of services I can perform for the 
church and also make me more effective in bringing 
people to Christ," he says. "Since I was young, I've 
wanted to do more for the church and for God - and 
the more I do for God, the more I feel my calling. 
Each time I serve the church, I feel blessed, and the 
more I do for the church, the stronger my passion is 
for serving." 

Jae Hyun Park is an EIIT student who came to the 
U.S. in 1999 from his native South Korea. He serves 
at Grace Korean Lutheran Church, which is located 
in Watauga, Texas and has been operating for a year 
and a half. At Grace Korean, which is a partner 
church of Light of the World Church in nearby Fort 
Worth, his service includes Bible teachings and 
leading prayers at adult cell group meetings. 

 "Right now, Grace Korean has about 30 members," 
Park says. "What I'll gain from my EIIT studies and 
my ordination will help me to help the church to 
grow. We're planning to soon begin outreach, and 
there's a good number of Koreans living in the area 
to be reached."      

Fabricio Velásquez  

Henry Chanderdatt  

Jae Hyun Park  

LWML Mission Grant #19 
Making Jesus Known in the United States Ethnic Communities-continued 
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Community Outreach Reset 

Henry Chanderdatt  

Jae Hyun Park  

This is the season of reflection on our 
sins and on God’s great plan for saving 
us from sin and death through His own 
Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ, Who 
became for us the perfect Lamb of 
God.  As Christ emerged from that 
tomb, victorious over sin and death, we 
now, the Congregation of Grace 
Lutheran, emerge from a different tomb, 
a tomb called COVID, a new 
congregation, a congregation called to a 
purpose. With this “new life,” we have 
the opportunity to get back to our 
mission, direct from Jesus Christ, to 
share the Gospel message, As we begin 
moving forward to fulfill our mission, 
the Outreach Ministry is beginning a 
very targeted training for members who 
are called through the Spirit to 
intentionally take on the mission of 
sharing of the Gospel.  Our goal in this 
effort is to create teams within the 
various Lutheran congregations within 
our circuit, and perhaps beyond, to train 
for evangelism. Our district facilitator, 
Rev. Marc Schroeder, who has recently 
served as a guest preacher at Grace, will 
be coordinating this training.  Please prayerfully 
consider whether you are being called by the Holy 
Spirit to become part of the team from Grace. 

 

~Gary Stuhlmiller, Lay Minister of Outreach 

Committed 
Community Formation 

 

OBJECTIVE:  Facilitate the formation of a “Committed 

Community” to serve as a catalyst for expanded mission 

involvement of a congregation. The Committed Community 

consists of the following characteristics: 

1. 12+ Members 

2. Members share the following characteristics: 

 a. Commitment to Christ 

 b. Commitment to each other as a group specially    

  formed by the Lord 

 c. Commitment to a common missional task 

 

Oragami? No, Palm Crosses! 

Donna Gesell gives Pastor Dave and Chase a lesson 

in folding palm crosses after Palm Sunday services. 

 

 You may have noticed that the neighbor 
adjacent to the Grace House is in the process of 
constructing a fence. The work on that fence 
was halted for a while due to an ordinance 
matter with the city. That matter has been 
resolved and work is scheduled to begin again 
on April 5th. Wooden slats will not be visible 
from the Grace side of the fence. 

 Statistical Report: Grace’s Current 
Membership is 330 Baptized/270 
Communicant. 

 Taste of Grace: Visitor Coffee: April 25th 

 New Member Class set to begin soon and will 
run for 4 weeks.  

 Voters Meeting Date:  May 23, 2021 (Election 
of Congregational Leaders) 

News Tidbits-Be in the Know! 
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Thank you to whoever made the cross of 

wood and decorated it and made a crocheted 

bag to put it in. The cross is on my 

refrigerator so I see it every day. Tell 

whomever made it “Thank you” for me - It 

must have been a lot of work 

Shirley Jahn 

Hello. 

We are friends of Pastor Brooks, and have 

been following along with the weekly 

sermons during Covid. We would like to 

give to the church in a small way. Please 

find the enclosed check. 

God Bless — 

Bill and Tina Goodall & Family 

 
Thank you to many members of the 
congregation who took a meal to the 
Mhina family. The meals helped the 
family spend more time with baby and 

were greatly appreciated.  
~ Kae Huggins, 

Lay Minister of Fellowship 
 

A BIG THANK YOU! 
 

Many thanks for Lloyd Redick and his son 

John  for all of their hard work in switching 

out many of the lightbulbs in the sanctuary 

and narthex to LED bulbs to improve the 

lighting. 



 9 

 



 10 

 

Join Duke Lutherans for a Special Holden Evening 
Prayer Service on Zoom 

I thank my God every time I remember you, 
constantly praying with joy in every one of my 
prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the 
gospel from the first day until now.  I am confident of 
this, that the one who began a good work among you 
will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. 
~ Philippians 1.3–6  

Because we couldn’t have made it 

this far without you… 
 

You are invited to join the Duke 

Lutherans for a special Holden 

Evening Prayer via Zoom as we 

celebrate and give thanks for all 

of our alumni and supporters. 
  
 

18 April 2021, 5:30 p.m.  
 

Please R.S.V.P. to Pastor Amanda 
Highben by April 15 

(amanda.highben@duke.edu) 
 

Duke Lutherans Sunday at Grace 

Dear Pastor Brooks and Grace Lutheran, 

Thank you so much for welcoming the Duke 
Lutherans to worship with you on March 21. It was 
wonderful to worship in-person in Grace's beautiful 
sanctuary and to express our gratitude for your 
ongoing love and support. Please continue to keep 
our students in your prayers, especially as graduation 
nears for several of them and ceremonies and 

celebrations must still be limited. We are hopeful 
that when the new academic year begins next fall, 
Duke Lutherans will be able to worship once again 
in the York Room at the Divinity school, study the 
Bible in our favorite coffee shops, and share meals 
with our neighbors on the Grace House porch. Until 
that time, we pray for God's grace to continue to 
uphold us and our beloved partner congregations of 
Grace and St. Paul's. 

God's Peace, 
Pastor Amanda Highben and the Duke Lutherans 

#stillcalled           #lifetogether 
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Birthdays 

Baptism Birthdays 

Anniversaries 
Michele Kruse    4/02 

Megan Huggins    4/05 

Sharon Kay     4/06 

Jenna Young     4/07 

Jane Heuser     4/09 

Kevin Portner    4/10 

Kenzie Gesell    4/12 

Elizabeth Gilman    4/15 

Bill Jorgensen    4/19 

Mary Slade     4/19 

Les Walton     4/22 

Sharon Brooks    4/23 

Jonathan Crosmer    4/23 

Jaime Massey    4/25 

Elmo Walston    4/26 

Greg Taylor     4/28 

Drew Romes     4/29 

Vivian Harris    4/30 

 

 

 

Benjamin Heuser    4/01 

Ken Kempel     4/01 

Christopher Mitchell   4/02 

Max Suarez     4/02 

Dan Jorgensen    4/06 

Evan Michael    4/10 

Nancy Smith     4/15 

Jeanette Smith    4/16 

Luciano Suarez    4/19 

Molly Boyle     4/22 

Megan Huggins    4/25 

Daniel Stuhlmiller    4/27 

Michele Kruse    4/29 

Our next Zoom meeting will be April 22 at 6:30 PM. 
 

The books for April and May are: 
 

 April: Sidney Chambers and The Shadow of 
Death by James Runcie 

 May: Still Life by Louise Penny 
 

Please let Donna Gesell know if you would like to 
attend the Zoom book club meetings. 

Grace Book Club 

Sent to MOST 

Ministries in 

March 

In March, 7 pairs of glasses and 7 glasses cases 

were sent to MOST Ministries. If you have old 

pairs of eyeglasses, glasses cases or sunglasses and 

would like to donate to MOST, there is a collection 

box in the Narthex at church. 

Donna & Elmo Walston   4/12 

Growing thru Grief 

The Growing thru Grief Introduction to Grief series 
by Aaron Klink continues in the month of April. 
Below are the remaining topics for April: 

April 8  Relearning our Relationships  
   with the Dead 

April 13 Relearning Ourselves 

April 20 Relearning the Vision for the  Future 

Growing thru Grief offers year-round support for 
those who are grieving the loss of a loved one. We 
meet each Tuesday from 4-6 pm, for now on zoom. 
Each meeting begins with a short presentation 
about a part of the grief journey, and then we break 
into small groups for sharing and conversation. To 
register for one of these zoom meetings, email 
admin@growingthrugrief.org by 8 am on the 
Monday before the meeting.  

mailto:admin@growingthrugrief.org
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Items for the newsletter can be sent 

to: office@gracelutheranchurch.net. 

The deadline for the May 

newsletter is April 25
h
. 

Share your joys and interests 

with fellow members! 

GRACE NOTES is a publication of Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Sunday Services at 8:30 & 11:00 AM  • Sunday School at 9:30 AM 

824 N. Buchanan Blvd – Durham NC  27701-1572 

www.gracelutheranchurch.net 

Pastor: The Rev. Dr. David H. Brooks   Assistant to the Pastor: Rev. Richard R. Kuehn 

ADDITIONAL CONTACT INFORMATION 

Interim Parish Council President:  

Chris Wethman   407-718-4647  

President Elect: Vacant 

Ministry of Admin: Vacant  

Ministry of Education: Bev Hudgins      919-451-5645 

Ministry of Fellowship: Kae Huggins 919-490-6753  

Ministry of Mutual Care: Barb Tippin    919-423-4587 

Ministry of Outreach: Gary Stuhlmiller  919-607-0023 

Ministry of Property: Mike Hunike        919-693-5734 

Ministry of Stewardship: Kent Silvernail 603-943-1337 

Ministry of Worship: Geoff Heintzelman 919-477-9306  

Stephen Ministry:  Joyce Rea                    919-620-9230 

    & Joe Wethman                                        407-716-4125 

Secretary: Becky Thomas 919-592-7408 

Financial Secretary: Laura Michael 919-678-6872 

Treasurer: Donna Gesell             919-490-0234 

Grace House Administrators: Donna Gesell & Dede 

Crosmer 

Columbarium Board:  Dede Crosmer, Kathy Pittman, & 

Greg Taylor 
 

Pastor: The Rev. Dr. David H. Brooks 

revbrooks@gracelutheranchurch.net 
 

Assistant to the Pastor: Rev. Richard Kuehn 

rrkuehn@hotmail.com  

Preschool Coordinator:  Michelle Boyle 

preschooloffice@gracelutheranchurch.net 
 

Preschool Advisory Board: Greg Taylor 

mmsgadvisory@gracelutheranchurch.net  

Parish Administrative Assistant: Barbara Stiles                        

office@gracelutheranchurch.net 

Organist: Chase Benefiel 

music@gracelutheranchurch.net  
 

Office Assistant: Barb Tippin  

officeassist3@gracelutheran church.net 
 

Office phone:                                                       919-682-6030 

Mission Statement: We are called to Welcome Everyone to Walk the Way of GRACE, and walk in that way in our 

individual lives, in our shared life in our various communities, in our common life with our neighbors, and even to the 

world at large as God sends us. The Way of Grace is to: GROW with Jesus, REJOICE in God, ANSWER with hope, CARE 

for the neighbor, and EMBRACE community. 

Vision Statement: God has a plan FOR OUR LIVES, and so we teach how to walk in the path of Jesus Christ; FOR OUR 

NEIGHBORHOODS, and so we work to build healthy and strong communities; FOR OUR CITY, and so we share life 

with our neighbors in Walltown, Trinity Park, Duke, and the Triangle; and FOR OUR WORLD, and so we go with Good 

News. 

Core Values: Because God loves us first, we value worship rooted in Scripture and Sacrament, service to all people, and 

being a welcoming community that loves and forgives one another.  

www.GraceLutheranChurch.net                                           visit us on our Facebook Page:  Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church. 

mailto:mmsgadvisory@gracelutheranchurch.net
mailto:music@gracelutheranchurch.net

