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Friday in the fourth week of Lent 

March 27, 2020 

 

Dear Grace Community, 

 

God's grace and peace to you and your household. 

 

As our nation continues to strive against the Covid-19 pandemic, we as a community of faith are also striving 

to find the best way to be faithful to God and serve our neighbor as the Commandments direct us. We must 

use the wisdom God has given us to make the best decisions we can as we receive new information and deal 

with different challenges. 

 

The local governments in and for Wake, Durham and Orange counties have or will shortly issue "stay-in-

place" orders for residents in an effort to slow the spread of the virus. Most of these orders will go into effect 

over the next 48 hours starting from March 26, 2020. 

 

In light of these orders—lawfully enacted and generally applicable—Council President Dave Schultz and I 

recommended yesterday via an email motion that Grace temporarily suspend in-person worship until April 

30th. The Parish Ministry Council approved that motion. 

 

For the next weeks, the physical Sunday services will be replaced by a single "call-in" service at 10 AM. This 

will be similar to the Wednesday evening vespers service we began two weeks ago. 

 

We have not made this decision lightly. My own thinking has been informed by our Synod's Commission on 

Theology, by the guidance of our Southeast District President, and through conversation with other pastors in 

our circuit. I believe this decision helps us be faithful to the Fifth Commandment, which charges us not 

simply to avoid murder, but to actively aid the neighbor by taking every opportunity to prevent, protect, and 

save him or her from suffering bodily injury or harm. I ask you to please pray for our leaders, for medical 

workers, for families caught by economic uncertainty, and for those suffering from the virus. 

 

Even as we have now entered into a "Long Lent," we are not despondent, for our Lord goes with us, to guide, 

to protect, and to save. As the Psalmist says, the eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and his ears are open to 

their cry ... the righteous cry, and the Lord hears; he delivers them from all their troubles (Psalm 34:15, 17). I continue 

to pray for you all, and look forward to that approaching day when we will celebrate the Easter victory. 

 

In Christ, 

 
Pr. Dave Brooks 
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