
 

Living in the Joy 

of Our Baptism! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joyful Servants! 

“Through love, serve one another!”  Galatians 5:13 

 

 

 

 



 
   The Care of Baptized Children 

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Durham, NC 

Mission Statement: Baptism is a Sacrament of 
God’s Word and Grace in which He calls us by 

name, assures us of our salvation, and knits us into 
the Body of Christ.  He binds us to the cross of 

Christ, so that we may know the fullness of His 
love through His forgiving grace, and He gives us 

His Holy Spirit, that we may serve Him and others 
through the wisdom and strength which He alone 

provides. 

As witnesses of God’s saving action, and as fellow believers who share the 

core identity of being forgiven sinners, chosen saints, and beloved children, 
we pledge to pray for these children as they grow in faith, and for their 

parents as they teach the lessons of Christian faith in the home. 

The Care of Baptized Children provides Congregational celebrations of faith 
life milestones, which includes the presentation of supportive gifts, and age-

appropriate resources for parents to use in home worship and teaching. 

Dimensions of this supportive/connective ministry include: 

1) Grace-ing Babies: Birth – 1½; Baptism; Grace Friends; First year 

Baptism birthday celebration on Easter Sunday; Teaching resources 
for parents. 

2) Pictures that Teach: Age 2 - Presentation of Picture Bible; Visual 
teaching resources for parents. 

3) Learning to Pray: Age 4 – Presentation of Resources for Family 

Prayer/Devotions. 
4) Words from God: Age 6 – Presentation of Children’s Bible; Teaching 

resources for parents. 
5) Joyful Servants: Age 8 – Presentation of Towel & Basin; Home-

centered serving activities. 
6) Disciple Life: Age 10 – Presentation of First Catechism; Home teaching 

resources for parents. 



Joyful Servants: Teaching Resources for Parents 

As your child grows in faith, we celebrate that the faith we receive from 

Christ becomes active in loving service to our neighbors, as we follow Christ, 

the Great Servant of us all! 

Following are suggestions for encouraging your child to embrace the life of 
joyful service that Christ makes possible, as He gives us love and strength 

through our Baptism: 

Towel/Basin: The symbol for this faith milestone of 

joyful service is a towel marked with your child’s 
name, Baptism date, and the words from Galatians 

5:13, “Through love, serve one another.”  Talk with 
your child about the example of Jesus (read together 

John 13:1-17), to wash one another’s feet, and 
discuss how we can serve others with this humility 

and compassion.  Your child can use the basin and 
towel to wash the feet of family members.  As an 

alternative, your child could clean a pair of shoes 
from each family member. 

This is also a wonderful opportunity to discuss the date of your child’s 
Baptismal birthday, and to remind them where this happened and who was 

present, and other memories of that time.  Celebrate the date of Baptism as 
you do the birthday of your child; this is their Baptismal Birthday!  

Encourage sponsors/godparents to contact your child around this date. 

Meals/Food: Invite your child to help with meal preparations.  This can 
include setting/decorating the table, making placemats, and leading in the 

table grace.  Special occasions, such as Holy Days and welcoming guests for 
a meal, give opportunities for your child to serve in creative and humble 

ways.  Your child can enjoy helping with food preparation.  Your child can 

learn to cook a few entrees or desserts and contribute on a regular basis to 
the family meals.  Teach the connection with Holy Communion, as Christ 

prepares and serves us the best meal of all! 

Sports/Group Activities: As your child participates in group activities, 
encourage them to pay attention not only to their own contributions, but to 

the contributions of others, and to look for opportunities to affirm others for 
their gifts, and to encourage others when they are struggling.  Encourage 

your child to regularly thank the adult leaders who make these activities 
possible. 



The 8th Commandment: Your child is at a ripe age to appreciate and apply 

the 8th Commandment.  They have learned the destructive power of lies, and 
how this affects trust in relationships.  Encourage them to find joy in telling 

the truth, and also to look for ways to put the best construction on 
situations.  Practice this with different people and circumstances, as you 

teach your child that Christ helps us serve our neighbors by speaking well of 
them and by explaining everything in the kindest way! 

Studying the Word together: Teach your child that we can only serve 

others because God first serves us, and model for them that God serves us 
through His Holy Word, giving us the strength and guidance we need, and 

also giving us His Words to share with others which are always better than 

any words we cobble together.  Share with your child some Words from 
Scripture that regularly strengthen you, and Words that you have shared 

with others.  Encourage regular participation in worship, to hear together the 
living Word which shapes us, heals us, and helps us grow! 

The Sign of the Cross: Encourage your child to make the 

sign of the cross as a prayer, to remember and give thanks 
that they are baptized children of God, Who loves and 

cherishes them and Who lives in them, and Who is present 
with them to help them at all times.  This is especially 

meaningful before beginning to serve, as we pray for God to 

help us do what is truly helpful, and for it to be clear to all 
that whatever we do comes from God! 

A Recipe for Bread: Here is a great baking project to do together that 

reinforces the nourishing power of God’s Word and how faithfully He 
provides our daily bread: 

 Read the passage as you use each ingredient: 

 Flour: Psalm 81:6          
 Yeast: Matthew 13:33          

 Water: Revelation 12:6        
 Honey: Psalm 119:103         

 Salt: Mark 9:50           
 Oil: James 5:14  

  When the bread is done: John 6:35 

 



Frequent Reminders of Baptism: When there is a Baptism 

at church, encourage your child to greet their new 
brother/sister in Christ!  Teach your child to pay attention to 

how God sends water - through rain, our bathing, drinking 
water, and to remember and celebrate the drowning of sin 

and the birth of new life that God gives us in Holy Baptism! 

Serving by Forgiving: Model forgiveness with your child when they have 
been disobedient or negligent.  Encourage them to both receive forgiveness 

and to grant this to others.  Teach them that this is Christ’s loving service to 
us, as He forgives us of our sins (Review His Words from the cross: Luke 

23:34). 

Serving by Stopping: The Lord gives us Sabbath rest to serve us.  Teach 

your child that “Sabbath” means “stop,” and encourage them to welcome the 
stopping of certain activities for awhile (watching TV, texting, etc.) as God’s 

gift to help them better listen to Him and be aware of other blessings! 

Serving by Sharing:  There are many local charities that need our help.  

Encourage your child at certain times to pick out toys that they can give to 
others and let them help take these toys to local donation sites (Goodwill, 

Salvation Army, Rescue Mission).  Encourage your child to participate in food 
drives at school, as well as to bring food to church on the 1st Sunday of each 

month for Urban Ministries, or to bring food at anytime for our food ministry 
with Early Head Start families.  They can help shop for items to donate.  

What else can we collect from our surplus to share with others?  Ask your 
child for ideas! 

Serving the Congregation:  

Encourage your child to serve others 

in the congregation.  Options for 
service include: ushers, acolytes, altar 

guild, cleaning the pews, straightening 
the Sunday School rooms, helping 

people in on rainy days, etc.  What 
ideas does your child have for helping 

others? 

 

 

 



Serving by Praying: Encourage your child to regularly name people in 

need in their prayers, and affirm the significance of serving others by 
praying for them.  Teach them that we trust God to answer our prayers by 

sending many people to help those for whom we pray, and we listen for 
other ways in which He wants us to serve them. 

Serving by Visiting: Older people are usually encouraged by the visits of 

children.  Check with the Pastor about people in nursing homes and who are 
shut-in who would enjoy a visit from you and your child.  Is there someone 

with whom your child could develop a “grand-parent” relationship?  Sending 
cards is also a nice way to visit, and your child might enjoy making a card to 

send to someone in the hospital or recovering.  Teach that Christ sends us 

and it is Christ whom we meet in the least of these (Matthew 25:34-40)! 

Serving in Crisis: We are regularly confronted with tragedies that affect 
families around the world.  In times of crisis response, encourage your child 

to participate in special collections and service opportunities.  A crisis is not 
planned, so part of serving will be rearranging the normal schedule of 

activities.  Help your child wrestle with various commitments and listen for 
where God is calling them to serve. 

Serving by Giving: Encourage your child to participate in the mission 
collections during Advent, Lent, and the summer, when collection boxes are 

sent home.  This gives you opportunities to teach that giving is joyful and 
that no gift is too small (teach the story of the widow’s mite: Luke 21:1-4). 

A Little Child Will Lead Them!  Children 

are often sensitive to the needs of others 
that adults do not notice.  Listen for what 

concerns your child, and help them translate 

this concern into loving acts of service.  

God’s Lessons on Servanthood:  Help 
your child welcome and value Jesus as their 

great Servant (see Isaiah 52:13-53:12; 
Philippians 2:5-11) and help them hear and 

trust His call to them to be His servants 
(Matthew 20:25-28). 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christ leads us through the waters of Holy Baptism 

into the life of joyful servants! 

 



 

 

 


