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Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces 

endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and character produces 

hope, 5 and hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into 

our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us (Romans 5:3-5) 

 

Dear Grace Community, 

 

I hope that this letter finds you and your household well. 

 

Someone recently described the two months of social distancing as “entering a space capsule.” I 

write you to talk about how we are planning a safe and reverent “re-entry” this coming Sunday, 

May 24, 2020. 

 

To comply with the current guidance regarding people gathering indoors, we will again make use 

of Sign Up Genius. Entry to the building is by appointment only! We are scheduling 10 

persons for the 8:30am service in the Sanctuary. Our 11 o’clock service will be livestreamed, and 

therefore we are scheduling 25 persons in the Sanctuary, the upper Fellowship Hall, and the 

Bethlehem Resource Room downstairs (if we find that we need to schedule additional 

worshippers, we will add capacity to 8:30am using the same rooms and adding streaming). We 

have plans in place for hearing the Word and receiving the Sacrament intended to minimize 

health risks and yet keep the richness and beauty of the liturgy. 

 

It is of utmost importance that you be prudent in planning to attend worship. IF YOU ARE 

SYMPTOMATIC, PLEASE REMAIN AT HOME! If you are part of a high-risk group, I 

encourage you to be prayerful before you decide to attend.  Instructions on how the liturgy will 

be followed will be distributed and explained on Sunday. 

 

I am aware that there is both eagerness and trepidation in our Grace family as we begin renewing 

our life together. This process will take time, and it will require patience from each of us. 

However, I am confident in us, for I have seen first-hand how God has used this time of retreat to 

strengthen us as His children. 
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I ask that you continue to be in prayer for our elected leaders, our communities, and our nation, 

that God would lift this scourge and allow us the full blessing of our shared life. Please pray also 

for our staff and our Council members that they would be guided by the Spirit of Wisdom in the 

months ahead. 

 

Keep hope until we gather around the table of the Lord! 

 

In Christ, 

 

 

Pr. Dave Brooks 

 


