
 

Living in the Joy 

of Our Baptism! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God’s Pictures of Grace & Baptism! 

“Look at the birds of the air . . . your heavenly Father 
feeds them!”  Matthew 7:26 

 

 

 



 
   The Care of Baptized Children 

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Durham, NC 

Mission Statement: Baptism is a Sacrament of 
God’s Word and Grace in which He calls us by 

name, assures us of our salvation, and knits us into 
the Body of Christ.  He binds us to the cross of 

Christ, so that we may know the fullness of His 
love through His forgiving grace, and He gives us 

His Holy Spirit, that we may serve Him and others 
through the wisdom and strength which He alone 

provides. 

As witnesses of God’s saving action, and as fellow believers who share the 

core identity of being forgiven sinners, chosen saints, and beloved children, 
we pledge to pray for these children as they grow in faith, and for their 

parents as they teach the lessons of Christian faith in the home. 

The Care of Baptized Children provides Congregational celebrations of faith 
life milestones, which includes the presentation of supportive gifts, and age-

appropriate resources for parents to use in home worship and teaching. 

Dimensions of this supportive/connective ministry include: 

1) Grace-ing Babies: Birth – 1½; Baptism; Grace Friends; First year 

Baptism birthday celebration on Easter Sunday; Teaching resources 
for parents. 

2) Pictures that Teach: Age 2 - Presentation of Picture Bible; Visual 
teaching resources for parents. 

3) Learning to Pray: Age 4 – Presentation of Resources for Family 

Prayer/Devotions. 
4) Words from God: Age 6 – Presentation of Children’s Bible; Teaching 

resources for parents. 
5) Joyful Servants: Age 8 – Presentation of Towel & Basin; Home-

centered serving activities. 
6) Disciple Life: Age 10 – Presentation of First Catechism; Home teaching 

resources for parents. 



Learning from Pictures: Teaching Resources for Parents 

God gives us so many pictures of His loving care 

each day!  A picture paints a thousand words, and 

points to those realities that are too deep for our 
words.  The parables that Jesus teaches do not 

focus on the meaning of precise words, but on the 
picture of actions that we observe. 

As a Christian parent, called to be a priest in your 

home, you have the wonderful vocation to teach 
your child to see the pictures that God would have 

us see.  He is the true Artist, and only He can 
explain His work!  

God helps us see beauty where we would overlook and misjudge it, and He 
also helps us see suffering that warrants compassion where we would pass 

by.  He helps us see brokenness that tells the truth of our weakness, and yet 
affirms that in the places where we are weak, God is present with the beauty 

of His strong love and grace! 

Following are suggestions for encouraging your child to see the beauty and 

the suffering of the world in the Light of Christ, Who is the way, the truth, 
and the life! 

Picture Bible: The picture Bible your child 

received is meant for you to read and for your 
child to look and listen.  Encourage interaction 

with the pictures by having your child point to 
different objects, and use the picture to tell the 

rest of the story beyond what is printed.  Be alert 
for how God paints similar pictures in our world 

today, to remind us that His stories are still true.  

Make Bible reading a regular part of your daily 
interaction with your child, in the morning, after a 

meal, or at bedtime. 

 

In the Picture: Help your child to not only look 

at pictures of what God has done, is doing, and will do, but also to rejoice 
that they are in God’s picture!  A great way to do this is to sing, “Jesus 

Loves Me” and to insert your child’s name for “me!” 



 

Washing Hands: Water is always a picture of our 

Baptism!  Teach your child to sing a happy song 
while they are washing their hands, reminding them 

of how God washes them in His love each day: have 
them sing, “I am washing in the love of God” to the 

tune of “We are Marching in the Light of God.”  

The Rainbow: Teach the 

picture of the rainbow as 
Luther did (as Scripture 

does!), that it reminds us of 
God’s promise to care for us.  

Help them see that this is an 
archer’s bow pointed away 

from earth, because God 
wants us to know that He 

does not want to hurt us, but 
instead, He wants to help us 

in every way!  

Modern Parables: Look for and point out to your child where the parables 

of Jesus come to life every day.  Examples are: when you see someone 
helping a person who is weak or lonely, remind them of the Good Samaritan.  

When you see someone sharing what they have with others, remind them of 
the boy who shared His lunch with Jesus and the crowd.  When you find 

something that was lost, remind them of the story of the Prodigal Son. 

The Tub, the Pool, and the 

Beach: Help your child 
experience the sensation of 

floating in water, and show 
how this water which we 

cannot pick up with our hands 
can hold our bodies up.  

Relate this truth to Baptism, 
and to how Jesus holds onto 

us and holds us up! 
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Nature: In a world increasingly 

dominated by technology, your child 
will grow up with the temptation to see 

everything through some type of 
computer screen.  Begin now to go to 

parks and on walks outside.  Teach 
them the beauty of our Father’s world! 

 

  

The 2nd Commandment: Your 
child is at a wonderful age to 

begin to appreciate the 2nd 
Commandment.  Your child 

cherishes their own name, and 
enjoys giving names to stuffed 

animals and pets.  You have 

the precious privilege of 
helping your child learn to 

cherish God’s name, to use His 
name to pray to Him and to 

thank Him, and to grow in faith 
which trusts that God is their 

good and kind Father, their 
Good Shepherd Who cares for 

them each day, and the 
Comforter Who helps them 

whenever they are afraid or 
troubled!  Help them begin to 

understand that it is God Who truly made them and Who loves them best 
and always.  Help them learn the beautiful name of their best friend: Jesus!  

The Sign of the Cross: Teach your child to draw a cross on 
their forehead with their thumb and/or to draw a cross on 

their body, reminding them that at their Baptism they were 
marked with a cross, showing that they belong to Jesus.  

Here is a wonderful way to teach these motions as a prayer: 
Start with touching the forehead: “Jesus, be in my mind;” 

then touch the middle of the chest: “Jesus, be in my 
heart;”, then touch the 2 shoulders: “Jesus, be in 

everything I do;” and then end in the middle of the chest: “Thank You, 
Jesus! 
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Decorating for the Church Seasons: Involve 

your child in helping to decorate your home for the 
various church seasons, paying attention to colors 

as well as symbols and objects that point to the life 

of our Lord.  

 

 

 

Real Pictures: On your child’s Baptismal Birthday, 

bring out pictures from their Baptism.  Have pictures of 
their sponsors/godparents displayed throughout the 

year – they are part of your faith family!  

 

 

 

The Church as Picture: Church can be a real adventure of seeing colors, 
symbols, objects, and people!  Help 

your child explore the living pictures 
of church life, as others are baptized 

and as together your family gathers 
to be blessed by Christ at His Table.  

When you need a break with your 
child during worship, use the narthex 

space and look in through the 

windows.  What do they see?  
Encourage them to see God at work 

in us and for us!  

 

 



Drawing and Coloring: Encourage 

your child to make their own pictures.  
Find time when you can patiently listen 

as they explain their artwork.  Give 
thanks when their young eyes of faith 

are seeing what you have forgotten to 
see or were too busy to see.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Explore the Stained Glass Windows: Help 
your child see the stories that are told through 

the stained glass windows, appreciating the 
colors, symbols, and the stories from the Bible. 

 

 

 

 

Arts and Crafts: Keep paper, crayons, and craft 

supplies handy in your home, and structure times for 
your child to express themselves in these visual ways.  

Reinforce colors and objects that relate to your daily 
Bible readings and to the themes of worship.   

 

 

 



 

 

 


