
OLD TESTAMENT 
39 Books – Hebrew & Aramaic 
Written over 1000-year period 

Tells of God’s people prior to the coming of Jesus Christ 

NEW TESTAMENT 
27 Books – Greek 

Written over a 50-year period 
Tells of God’s people from the time prior to the coming of 

Jesus Christ until about 60 years after his death 

•   66 Books; 44 individual authors (humans used to convey God’s 
message) 2 Timothy 3:16-17; Hebrews 4:12; 2 Peter 1:20-21 

•   Testament means covenant or promise, which is a contract or 
agreement between 2 parties 

•   3 major themes: Creation, Fall, Redemption 

•  Mini-summary: God is the author, We are the characters, 
Jesus is the theme. 

•  More than 7000 languages spoken in the world; Bible 
translated into approx. 2500 

•   Principles of Interpretation: 

o  Interpret the Bible by the Bible. Read the passages in 
context. 

o  Interpret the Bible literally. Interpret it as it is written. Don’t 
read something into it that isn’t there and don’t skip over 
something that is. 

o  Interpret the Bible objectively. Focus on what it says rather 
than on what you already believe.  

•   Some popular Bibles were translated according to 
three different methods: 

o  Word for Word. Meaning “literal” or “complete 
equivalence.” Translates each word of Hebrew or Greek as 
closely as possible to keep the meaning and structure of the 
original language. (KJV, NKJV, NASB, NRSV) 

o  Thought for Thought. Meaning “dynamic equivalence.” 
Focuses more on ideas than word-for-word translation. 
Emphasis is on translating Hebrew and Greek into 
contemporary “idioms” or concepts. (TEV, NIV, CEV, NLT) 

o  Paraphrase. Simplifies or expands the author’s words to 
make the Bible easy to understand. Not a translation in the 
literal sense. (The Living Bible, The Message) 

 

 

 
Division of Old Testament 

 
1.   Pentateuch [Law] (Summarized best in the 10 

Commandments) = Genesis-Deuteronomy 
(aka the Books of Moses)  
 
2.   Historical Books = Joshua-Esther 
(God is at work through the events of history to reveal 

Himself and His will to His people) 
 
3.   Books of Wisdom (Poetry) = Job-Song of Solomon 
(Reveal inner thoughts of writers; tell of God’s glory and 

their own pain and doubts) 
 
4.   Major Prophets = Isaiah-Daniel 
Minor Prophets = Hosea-Malachi 
(Extended sermons of judgment, hope, condemnation and 

salvation) 
(NOT absolute – History in Law, Poetry in Prophets) 
 
Story of Abraham->Isaac->Jacob->12 sons =nation of 

Israel 
 
Abrahamic Covenant: Involved 3 things:  

(1)   His descendants would become a great nation. 
(2)   The land of Canaan would be their homeland. 
(3)   All of mankind would be blessed by one of his 

descendants. (Genesis 12:2, 3) 
 

God speaks through His prophets 
 

 
Division of New Testament 

 
1.   Gospels (Joyful news of forgiveness through life, death 

and resurrection of Jesus.) = Matthew-John 
(The life, work, and teachings of Jesus Christ) 
 
2.   History = Acts 
(The birth of Christianity) 
 
3.   Pauline Epistles (Letters written by Paul) = Romans-

Philemon 
General Epistles = Hebrews-Jude 
(Letters to churches and individuals) 
 
4.   Apocalyptic Writing (Prophecy) = Revelation 
(A glimpse into the future) 
 
God speaks through His Son 
 



Bible 101 - Week #1 

A Quick Tour of the First Five Books of the Old 
Testament 

The Old Testament tells the story of the people of Israel. You 
see the Creation, meet early believers, and see the nation of 
Israel rise and fall and rise again. The first five books of the 
Bible:  
 

Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, 
Deuteronomy.  Creation of the universe, man and 
woman, the fall into sin, the beginnings of God's plan 
for our salvation.  Gospel in the OT in Genesis 3:15. 
 

Genesis means: In the beginning. 
Chapter 1: God creates the universe and all living creatures 
in 6 days. 
Chapter 3: Man and woman are tempted and fall into sin 
Chapter 7: The Flood 
Chapter 12: God calls a man named Abram  (Abraham) 
 

Exodus: 
Exodus 1: God’s people enslaved in Egypt 
Exodus 3: God calls Moses 
Exodus 14: Leaving Egypt they cross the Red Sea 
Exodus 20: The Ten Commandments 
 

Leviticus: 
Moses is the leader. 
They are still wandering in the desert 
Leviticus 1 7:  Life is in the blood. 
 

Numbers: 
Moses is still the leader. 
They are still wandering in the desert. 
The people are counted twice, hence the name of this book. 
 

Deuteronomy: 
Moses is still the leader. 
And yes, they are still in the desert. 
Tells us how different God is from the false gods of the time. 
He is a good, holy God and close to His people. 
Moses dies so we need a new leader?  Who is it? Joshua. 

The nation of Israel is enslaved in Egypt. Moses sets them 
free. They wander in the desert for 40 years. That’s where we 

pick up… 
 

Joshua-Nehemiah 
The people have been wandering in the wilderness for 40 
years and now Moses is dead. Enter Joshua, their new leader. 
He leads the people out of the desert, across the Jordan 
River, into the Promised Land.  
 

Joshua leads the people in conquest of the land. During this 
time, Israel has no king.  

 

The book of Judges* is a great, big, never ending circle 
 

Want a closer look, read Ruth! 
 

Along come the Philistines. The Ark of the Covenant is 
captured.  To "King" or not to "King", that is the question?  
God is against it but gives them a king anyway.  One 
condition: King and Nation must follow God. Saul made 
first king of Israel. 

 

But he doesn't follow God. David comes on the scene in 1 
Samuel.  Saul dies. 

 

2 Samuel - David is sorry Saul is dead and David is anointed 
king over Judah. David is anointed king over Israel as well. 
Jerusalem becomes the capital.  

 

1 & 2 Kings, 1 & 2 Chronicles - David's son Solomon 
becomes king. He is wise and foolish, setting up forced 
labor to build the Great Temple. At Solomon's death, his 
son Rehoboam becomes king. He's not too bright, either. 
The once great nation splits in 2.  Israel: 10 tribes; Judah: 

two tribes. 
 

The rest of these books tell of kings and kings and more 
kings...of rise and fall...of folly and foolishness.  They tell 
of all the people do except to turn back to God.  By the 
end of these sad books the two nations are both carried 
off into: 

Exile.  Israel by Assyria and they're never heard from again. 
Judah by Babylon for 70 years.  The promised land will never be 
the same.  Jerusalem is destroyed! 

 
Ezra and Nehemiah - Persia defeats Babylon.  For more about 
the exile of the Israelites in Persia, read Esther! Cyrus the 
Persian lets the Hebrews go home. They rebuild the Temple. 
 
They rebuild the walls of Jerusalem in 52 days with a sword in 
one hand and a trowel in the other. 

They rediscover the Law - the prophet Ezra reads it to them for 7 
days. 
 
The Stage is Set for the New Testament 
We have to wait 400 years.  The Persians fall to the Greeks. The 
Greeks teach us some Greek. The Greeks fall to the Romans. The 
Romans build some roads and finally order a Census. 
 
A VERY Quick Tour… 
Joshua 1-4……………Joshua leads Israel into the Promised Land 
Judges 1…………………..But they don’t know what to do with it 
Judges 6……………………………………… Gideon gets brave 
Judges 16……………………………………Samson and Delilah 
Ruth 1-4…….Meet Ruth, the great, great, great, Grandma of Jesus 
1 Samuel 1………………………………… Samuel leaves home 
2 Samuel 5…………………………………...David gets crowned 
1 Kings 3…………………………………….Solomon gets smart 
1 Kings 21……………………………...Ahab loses what he steals 
2 Chronicles 20…………………………Jehoshaphat steals a win 
2 Chronicles 36…………………………………...Jerusalem falls 
Ezra 9-10………………………………………………..A Revival 
Nehemiah 4………………………………………..A wall is built 
Esther 2……………………………..Esther wins a beauty contest 
*Judges were not lawyers. They were selected by God to lead His people 
for a short time. They led against different foes. Not kings or queens; not 
hereditary. 



 


