
 

Living in the Joy 

of Our Baptism! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Words from God! 

“Your Word is a lamp to my feet, and a light for my path!”  
Psalm 119:105 

 

 

 



   The Care of Baptized Children 

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Durham, NC 

Mission Statement: Baptism is a Sacrament of God’s 

Word and Grace in which He calls us by name, 
assures us of our salvation, and knits us into the 

Body of Christ.  He binds us to the cross of Christ so 
that we may know the fullness of His love through 

His forgiving grace, and He gives us His Holy Spirit 

that we may serve Him and others through the 
wisdom and strength which He alone provides. 

As witnesses of God’s saving action and as fellow believers who share the core 

identity of being forgiven sinners, chosen saints, and beloved children, we 
pledge to pray for these children as they grow in faith, and for their parents as 

they teach the lessons of Christian faith in the home. 

The Care of Baptized Children provides Congregational celebrations of faith life 

milestones, which includes the presentation of supportive gifts and age-
appropriate resources for parents to use in home worship and teaching. 

Dimensions of this supportive/connective ministry include: 

1) Grace-ing Babies: Birth – 1½; Baptism; Grace Friends; First year 
Baptism birthday celebration on Easter Sunday; Teaching resources 

for parents. 
 

2) Pictures that Teach: Age 2 - Presentation of Picture Bible; Visual teaching 
resources for parents. 

 
3) Learning to Pray: Age 4 – Presentation of Resources for Family 

Prayer/Devotions.          
  

4) Words from God: Ages 6 & 8 – Presentation of Beginner’s Bible and 
Children’s Bible; Teaching resources for parents. 

 
5) Joyful Servants: Age 8 – Presentation of Towel & Basin; Home-centered 

serving activities.           

  
6) Disciple Life: Age 10 – Presentation of First Catechism; Home teaching 

resources for parents. 



Words from God: 

Teaching Resources for Parents 

 

Hear the Word of the Lord!  God gives us the Bible, 

not just to read, but first and foremost so that we can 
hear His voice!  The best way to do this at home is to 

read the Bible aloud.  How precious to read a passage 
each evening to your child, and as they get older, they 

can read aloud to you!  Set this example when you 
hear the Bible together, that you are listening to God 

speak to you!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Living, Powerful Words!  As you hear the Bible 
together, talk with your child about the power of words.  

Words can hurt, frighten, and distort the truth, and 
words can also heal, comfort, and encourage us.  God’s 

Word always creates something good that was not there 

before.  Pray with your child about God’s good Word 
growing in our hearts, teaching us to know and trust His 

love and grace for us, and giving us the strength to 
share His love with others.  

 



 

The Gift of Language: In the Bible, God 

gives us words to describe ourselves, our 
needs and our fears.  No poet or author 

could teach us to pray in such words, 
“Create in me a clean heart, O Lord.”  God 

also gives us words that help us know the 
reality of His love for us.  How wonderful for 

this to be our confidence in prayer, “The 
Lord is my Shepherd!”  Help your child 

memorize these verses, for these words 

bring the strength of God’s truth into our 
lives!  

Here is a list of verses to consider memorizing with your child: 

Genesis 1:27   Exodus 20:1-17  Leviticus 19:18  Numbers 6:24-26  Deut 6:4-5 

Psalm 23     Psalm 27:1 Psalm 46:1,10  Psalm 100       Psalm 121:1-22 

Proverbs 3:5-6   Isaiah 40:30-31; 64:8   Ezekiel 37:14  Joel 2:13   Micah 6:8 

Matthew 11:28-29     Mark 10:14    Luke 9:23     John 1:1,14; 3:16; 11:25-26 

Romans 1:16-17; 3:23; 8:37-38    Ephesians 2:8-10; 4:4-6     Philippians 4:13 

Hebrews 11:1   I John 1:9-10; 4:7-8   Revelation 3:20 

 

 

Be a Model of Bible Reading for Your Child: As a 

parent, you set a powerful example for your child.  Let 
your child see you reading something besides a 

newspaper, a magazine, or your email – let them see 
you reading the Bible!  Share with your child that as 

you are reading, you are listening for God’s voice, that 
you are learning the most important lessons about life 

and love, and that you are receiving faith, hope, and 
peace from God through His Word! 

 



Eat this Book!  Just as you teach your child healthy habits of eating, sleeping, 

studying, and exercising, teach them to value the Bible as a regular part of 
their diet through daily Bible readings.  Notice 

what happens when Bible reading/hearing is 
neglected, and encourage your child to 

embrace Bible reading/hearing as a healthy 
part of daily living.  Teach your child to depend 

upon God’s Word to give them the strength to 
believe in God, to welcome His Spirit of truth, 

and to love and serve others. 

 

 

 

Connect the Stories!  1) Connect the stories of the Old Testament with the 
stories of the New Testament and vice versa, since the whole Bible is about 

God’s saving work in Jesus Christ (see Luke 24:27,44).  2) Also, listen and 
pray for how to connect the stories in the Bible with your child’s life!  Look for 

how things in our world today are part of the story of the Bible, like bread, 
rainbows, dust, water, vines, and light.  Connect the feelings of your child with 

the feelings of the people we hear about in the Bible.  These are Words of Life!  
3) Help your child notice when stories and themes of the Bible are reflected in 

art, literature, and the movies.  Lead them to discern when these connections 
are healthy, or incomplete, or even distorted.  Only the Truth sets us free! 

 



2 Kinds of Words!  As you help your child become familiar with the Bible, 

teaching them to recognize various parts of the Bible, such as the Old and the 
New Testaments and the Gospels, how precious to also help them begin to 

hear the 2 different ways in which God speaks to us: 1st, giving us His Law, 
which is what He asks us to do.  This Law is always good, and because it is so 

good, it is like a thermometer that 
reveals that we are not so good.  We 

welcome the Law because it shows that 
we are sinners who need the depth of 

love which is forgiveness.  Thanks be to 
God, He speaks to us in a 2nd way, 

which we often call “Gospel” speech, 
telling us what He is doing and what He 

promises to do for us!  Our salvation is 
in this: what God alone, in His grace, 

does for us!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Holy Book!  Your child will read many good 

books.  The word “Bible” means “book,” and we 
see this common meaning in our word 

“bibliography.”  We call God’s Word the “Holy” 

Bible, for this book is unlike any other book!  
While written through people, the true Author of 

this book is God Himself!  While we look at other 
books, this is the Book that looks at us!  While we 

may search for truth in many places, this is the Book that God uses to search 
us!  While we read many books to learn about other times, other places, and 

other peoples, this is the Book where we meet our God in this time, this place, 
in us!  

 



 

Bible Stories are Our Stories! 

Below is a prayer often used at 
Baptism.  Help your child to identify 

the different Bible stories mentioned 
in this prayer, and to begin to 

appreciate how these stories tell the 
truth of our lives today and the 

truth of God working for us! 

 

Gracious Father, we give You 

thanks, for in the beginning Your 
Spirit moved over the waters and 

You created heaven and earth.  By 
the gift of water, You nourish and 

sustain all living things.  By the 

waters of the flood, You condemned 
the wicked and saved those whom 

You had chosen, Noah and his 
family.  You drowned Pharaoh’s 

army in the sea, and led Your 
people Israel through the waters, 

out of slavery into the freedom of 
the promised land.  In the waters of 

the Jordan river, Your Son was 
baptized by John and anointed with 

the Spirit.  By the Baptism of His own death and resurrection, Your beloved 
Son has set us free from every bondage and has opened the way to new and 

eternal life.   

We thank You for choosing us to be Your beloved children, to receive this 

Sacrament of Holy Baptism as a saving flood, and as Your work of new creation 
in our lives through the presence of Your Holy Spirit.  May we always know the 

welcome of Your grace, and trust in the rebirth and renewal which You give us 
in Baptism.  Preserve us in the ark of Your holy Christian Church, that we may 

live by the Your Words of truth and life.  To You be all praise, honor, and glory, 
through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now 

and forever.   

Amen 



 

 

 


